
Tote Bag with Square Corners 
These instructions are for a plain tote bag with square corners.  You can 
embellish it as desired, the one shown was a sample I made to teach a 
class on Hawaiian Quilting. 
 
Supplies: 
2 x 14 inch squares of fabric for the outer bag 
2 x 14 inch squares of fabric for the lining 
2 x 14 inch squares of fusible fleece 
2 x 3 to 5 inch wide strips desired length of straps.  (mine are 3 inches 
wide and 22 inches long) 
 
Construction: 
1. Fuse the fleece to the wrong side of each of the outer bag pieces. 
2. Using 1/4” seam allowance, sew the side, bottom and opposite 

side of the outer bag, leaving the top unsewn. 
3. Using 1/4” seam allowance, sew the lining the same, BUT leave a 

4 inch opening in the center of the bottom for turning later. 
4. Draw a 2 inch square on the bottom corner of both the bag and the 

lining.  I measured from the edge of the fabric, then cut out the cor-
ners. 

5. Open out the corner you just cut out and bring the bottom seam to 
meet the side seam.   

6. Sew it closed with 1/4” seam allowance. 
7. Repeat with the lining. 
8. For straps, fold each in half long-ways with wrong sides together and 

press. 
9. Open out and bring each raw edge to the fold and press. 

10. Topstitch 1/4 inch from each edge.down the length of the strap. 
11. With right sides together, insert the lining into the outer bag, matching the side 

seams.   
12. Insert the straps between the layers, having the raw edges of the straps 1/2 inch 

higher than the upper raw edges of the bag and lining, about 3 inches in from the 
side seams. 

13. Pin and sew the top of the bag and lining together, again with 1/4 inch seam allow-
ance. 

14. Turn through the opening in the lining. 
15. Turn the raw edges of the lining to the inside and sew the opening closed with a 

straight stitch, and tuck the lining into the bag, press with iron. 
16. Top-stitch the top of the bag about 1/4” from the top.  Done. 


