
Mug Tote     by Yvette Matthys Chilcott laFosse  www.sewwhatyvette.com 

 
Supplies: 

 Outer layer: one piece fabric 10” x 14 ½”, one piece of fabric cut into a 5 inch circle 

 one piece of batting or fusible fleece 14” x 6 ½” 

 Lining: one piece fabric 10” x 14 ½”, one piece of fabric cut into a 5” circle 

 One 4 ½ inch diameter plastic lid from sour cream container 

 25 inches of narrow ribbon 

 Two strips of ¼ inch wide paper backed fusible web 14 ½ “ long 
 
At the iron, fuse a strip of paper backed web to whatever long edge of both fabrics 
will be the top.  Also fold each circle in half, press the fold, then in half again and 
press. (this marks the ¼’s, making it easier to sew in later.  If using fusible fleece, 
fuse it to the wrong side of the outer fabric, positioning it ¼” from the bottom and ¼” 
in from each edge.(This keeps it out of the seams) 
 
Peel the paper off the webbing on both pieces. 

 
From the good side, machine quilt through the batting in 1 1/4 “ intervals.  I quilted to 
the top edge so there would be no thread ends to deal with.  On the right side of the 
outer piece, mark a line at the top edge of the batting or fleece from edge to edge.  
This will become our sewing line for the cord casing. 
 
Press a small hem to the inside at the top of each large piece, leaving about an inch 
and a half at each end un-pressed for now.   
 

With right sides together, sew each large piece into a tube along the 10” side using ¼” seam allowance.  Finger press the 
seams open, then fuse the rest of the narrow hems at the top.  At the bottom of each tube, press a crease at the fold 
opposite the seam, also press creases to mark the other ¼’s.  If your fabric doesn’t 
press well, mark with pins. 
 
Pin the circle into the bottom of the tube, matching the creases.  (I pinned and 
sewed with the circle side up.)  Using a scant ¼’ seam, join the circles into the 
tubes.  Sew the lining first, and don’t worry about a little pucker or crease, it will 
be inside and nobody will see it.  

 
Turn the outer piece so the good side of the fabric is facing out.   
 
Insert the plastic lid into the bottom of the outer 
piece, with the “lip” up.  Tuck the lining into the 
outer piece, staggering the “side seams” and 
matching the fused top edges.  Sew all around, 
close to the edge to join. 

 
Sew along the line you drew on the outer piece earlier to form the bottom 
row of the casing.  Then sew another line, ½” above the first line.  
 
With your stitch ripper, carefully clip the couple of stitches of the seam 
between the 2 rows of casing stitching.  Insert the ribbon, then your mug.  
Pull the ribbon tight and tie it in a bow. 


